COMMUNITY READ & CONVERSATION

Conversation and reflection with
Danita Mason-Hogans, Simona
Goldin, and Burnice Hackney

Featuring the voices of

generational Black Chapel Hillians:

David Mason, Jr.
Braxton Foushee
David Caldwell, Jr.
Robert Campbell
Clementine Self
Betty Geer
Patricia Mason






Opportunities for repair
Housing & Environment

“What do you do with the fact that this house that they could
not buy in Bergen County is almost definitely worth
three-quarters of a million, or even a million dollars, today and
your family doesn’t have it because of nothing more than
racism?” - Tony Dokoupil

“I've been living in my house for 52 years. | have a right to live
here.” --Betty Geer, Generational Black Chapel Hillian
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“The speeches of Stevens and other racial leaders, in
pamphlet form, along with the Bureau laws and regulations,
the homestead laws and the Confiscation Acts, were
sown thickly over the South; and the Bureau agents,

the missionarieis and the teachers, taking the cue from
these, encouraged the belief in the ‘forty acres and a
mule.” The negroes were told that since their labor had
produced the property of the South, they ought at least
to share it. Lincoln’s second inaugural message suggests
the same thought in regard to the origin of Southern
property. Probably this belief that the property of the
South was due to uncompensated negro labor was held
by many Northerners and inclined them to favor a
proposition to confiscate land. - Walter Fleming, ‘Forty
Acres and a Mule, 1906”. P. 256
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Personal”Reﬂectmn

Reflect on your own history with the land you live on now
and where you and your family and community have lived
over time

What facilitated and/or obstructed that relationship
and access or lack of access (i.e.: bank loans, zoning,
wealth or access to wealth, etc.)?

What does your access to that land allow you and your
family and community, and what does it obstruct or deny
(i.e.: voting, schools, recreational activities, health care,
clean and safe water and soil, sidewalks and safe places
to walk, etc.)?
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“In Orange County NC, 4% of white children live in poverty, but
25% of black children do. Poverty’s cruel array of inequities,
including a persistent underrepresentation in decision-making,
have all had a cumulative effect on Black children, piling atop
the accrued effects of historical injustice in public education.
Research and history show us that children who are born into
poverty are likely to remain in poverty and extend that poverty
for generations.”- Cultivating Our Capacities, Brightening Our
Communities: Educational Opportunity for the Descendants of
the Enslaved in Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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Personal Reflection

How have you and your family benefited from or been
harmed by this school system?

How have you had access to or had access denied to
educational opportunities for you and your family?

What do you believe was lost and what do you believe
was gained in our children’s schools post-desegregation?

Do you and your children feel seen and respected in
your schools?
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“Race riots resulting in real property takings, like race riots themselves,
are not as rare as they might seem.Quite a few incidents are infamous,
but many others are relatively unknown, buried by decades of fear and
secrecy.Although they occurred in different places, and different events
were blamed as triggers, common threads exist among them.generally

, the takings happened after there had been substantial accumulation
of wealth in black communities.The black citizens typically fled from
their communities under threat of death, too afraid to return; their
aggressors either seized their property without compensation or gave
them insignificant compensation.As with Ocoee (Florida), white
representatives were sometimes appointed to execute the estates of
those who died in the riot. — Melissa Fussell, “Dead Men Bring No Claims,”
2015-16
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Personal Reflection

Think about the businesses you frequent: who owns
those businesses? Who is served by them, and who
works in them? Reflect on how, and in what ways,
you've considered these questions before today.

Think about a business in your community: What
structures, policies, or incentives/disincentives might have
supported its establishment and success? What structures,
policies, and incentives/disincentives might have
obstructed or challenged their establishment and success?
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“It is estimated that in 1928 there was one hospital
bed for every 139 white Americans but only one for
every 1,941 black Americans, indicating that the
average black life was worth only 7 percent of the
average white life.” (220).

Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities in NC, from the NC Health Equity Report.

“Black life was so devalued in the nineteenth century
that there was little hesitation about using blacks as

objects of nonconsensual medical experimentation... The
use of black bodies for medical experiments continued
deep into the twentieth century.” 233
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Personal Reflection

Think about what you know about your and your
family’s access to... a doctor, hospital, pharmacist,
health care coverage:

Do you have access to preventative care? Do you
trust the medical system with your body and life,
and with the bodies and lives of those you love?

Sit in this shared space and reflect:
What would be changed if your answers were
different to these questions?

Are your answers the same as others
in this room to these questions? Have
you asked this question before?



Resources Gentered on
Local Black Experience

Our mission is to cultivate our

capacities & brighten our

communities through

educational opportunities for g -
the descendants of the .IH_I:"' n—
enslaved in Chapel Hill, North E "i!-i
Carolina.

The Hannah Ruth Foundation is a
community-based non-profit enhancing
the quality of life for inter-generational
populations in our community through
service and advocacy. We are located in

.  Chapel Hill and serve communities in
Orange county.

E3 Camp (Empowering Excellence thru Exploration)
mission is to provide African-American middle/high
school students with hands-on activities, educational
field trips and on site presenters in Art and STEM
fields, necessary to become productive citizens in
the 21st century workforce.

Corporation with the mission of empowering
individuals and communities to achieve their destiny
through community organizing, affordable housing,
and grassroots economic development.










